Empirical treatment of sepsis in neutropenic patients.
Febrile neutropenia remains a major cause of morbidity in cancer patients receiving chemotherapy. Although the mortality associated with febrile neutropenia has dramatically decreased over the last three decades, the overall death rate during and immediately after an episode of febrile neutropenia can be as high as 10% with half of the patients dying directly as a result of the infection itself. A series of developments has led to this marked reduction in mortality. Among them, a pivotal role has been played by the concept of hospital-based empirical therapy with broad-spectrum combinations of antibiotics, aimed primarily against Gram-negative organisms, namely Pseudomonas aeruginosa